
 
 

2010 Summer Reading 
 

We are pleased to announce the Summer Reading Requirement for the 2010 - 2011academic year.   
The grade level indicated is for the grade the student will be entering in September. All students must read the 
book in their level that is marked by an asterisk (*). They must also read any two additional books from their grade 

level. Books must be chosen from the student’s grade level only. 
 

 

Grade Five 
 
*Hatchet, Paulsen.    This Newberry Honor book tells the story of Brian Robeson, who must learn to survive on his own 

following a plane crash in the Canadian wilderness.         
  
The Acorn People, Jones.   Five severely handicapped boys are determined to overcome their limitations at summer camp. 
 

The Giver, Lowry.    Jonas wonders why he was chosen to receive special training from The Giver in a world where there 
is no war, fear, or pain.  

 

The Red Pony, Steinbeck.   This is a poignant story of a boy and his love for a sorrel colt.   
 

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson, Lord.   
     
    In 1947, Shirley Temple Wong encounters a strange, new society as she arrives in America and falls in 
    love with the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
 

Grade Six 
 
*The Breadwinner, Ellis.   Set in the early years of the Taliban regime, this topical novel explores the harsh realities of life for 

girls and women in modern-day Afghanistan. 
 

The Bronze Bow, Spear.    Set in Galilee in the time of Jesus, this Newberry Award-winning novel tells the story of a young 
Jewish rebel who is won over to the gentle teachings of Jesus.  

 

The Cay, Taylor.    A boy’s racial antagonisms diminish when he is stranded on a coral island with a black man. 
 

Homecoming, Voigt.    Abandoned by her mother, Dicey and her brothers and sisters are left destitute, wanting to find one 
adult whom they can trust to hold their family together.  

 

A Wrinkle in Time, L’engle.   This 1963 Newbery Medal winner combines theology, fantasy, and science.  It is the story of travel 
through space and time to battle a cosmic evil. 

  

Grade Seven 
 

*April Morning, Fast.    This historical novel deals with a young man’s introduction to war at the Battle of Lexington.  

 

Dicey’s Song, Cynthia Voigt.   A Newberry Award winning novel, this sequel to Homecoming continues the story of Dicey Tillerman 
and her siblings as they adjust to life on a farm with their grandmother.  Dicey, however, has new 
conflicts–puberty and a longing for her dying mother. 

 

Nothing but the Truth, Avi.   This Newberry Honors documentary novel deals with the complexities of truth when ninth grader 
Philip Malloy is punished for humming the national anthem in school. 

 

That Was Then, This Is Now, Hinton.  This novel paints a richly textured portrait of two boys at a crossroads in their friendship.  

 

To Kill A Mockingbird, Lee.   Pulitzer-Prize-winning novel tells about the feelings aroused in a small Southern town when a black 
man is accused of assaulting a white girl. 

 
 
 

 



 
 
Grade Eight   
 

*The Chosen, Potek.    A story of the friendship that develops between two Jewish boys in New York City. 
  
The Book Thief, Zusak.    This wonderful novel is set in Germany during World War II and features a daring young German girl 

who does not allow the book burnings by the Nazis to quench her thirst for knowledge and love of 
reading. 

 
The Five People You Meet in Heaven, Albom.   

 
Through Eddie, a wounded war veteran, this novel explores the unexpected connections 

    in our lives and the idea that heaven is more than a place; it’s an answer.  
  
The Pearl, Steinbeck.    In this novella, Kino, a poor Mexican pearl diver, finds a valuable pearl.  Kino believes that this 

wealth will lead to a life of luxury for himself and his family, but instead suffers a series of 
misfortunes. 

  
A Perfect Stranger: An Invitation Worth Considering, Gregory.   
 

In this novella, Nick Cominsky receives an invitation to join Jesus for dinner.  Thinking his buddies 
are playing a joke, Nick decides to go along with the joke and meets with his host at a restaurant. 


